Metropolitan Kallistos (Ware)

Church Music and Art

Comprehension questions

1. What is the question asked by the interviewer in this part of the podcast?

2. What is M.K.’s observation about Russian Church music tradition in the 19th and 20th centuries?  What is Tchaikovsky a striking example of? What other Russian composer does M.K. mention? What conclusion does M.K. make about Russian music tradition?

3. What remark does M.K. make about modern Russian Church music practice?

4. What is the present development in the Greek music practice? What is M.K.’s attitude to it and why? What another Russian composer does he mention? What is his general approach to music? 

5. What fact does M.K. rejoice in? What question concerning music and art does he ask? What kind of answer does he give? What example does he cite?

6. What criterion does M.K. suggest for assessment of Church music, Church art and Church architecture? What difference does he notice between different liturgical arts in relation to modernization? 

7. What concluding remarks concerning iconography does M.K. make? 
8. A follow-up question: What has been your experience with different traditions of Church music / art / architecture co-existing in the Church today (“Znamenny”/Byzantine chant vs. polyphonic singing; ancient Russian/Byzantine style icons and frescoes vs. realistic icon-painting; churches built in traditional style vs. elements of modern architecture and design in churches)? What traditions are followed in the parish you attend? Do you find anything particularly impressive / agreeable / disagreeable? If you can, bring illustrations. 
