Metropolitan Kallistos (Ware)

1. Gender Issues and Orthodoxy

Comprehension questions

2. Part I (00:00-11: 35)

3. What “ever-present tension” in the Orthodox Church does the interviewer mention at the beginning of this fragment? 

4. What issue does the interviewer suggest for the discussion first? What is the attitude of the “overwhelming majority” of the Orthodox to this issue, according to M.K.? What is the reasoning behind this? 

5. What question do a “small group of Orthodox” ask and what is their attitude to the issue?

6. How does M.K. characterise Orthodox literature on this issue? What statement from the Orthodox does M.K. suggest as “more humble”? How does he formulate his own position?

7. What third opinion on the matter does M.K. mention and whom does he name as an advocate of this position?

8. What fact of history does M.K. state and what possible reasons (arguments)  for this fact does he further discuss? (a,b) What comment does he give on each one?

9. What other argument does the interviewer suggest and what is M.K.’s response? What is the “real heart” of the discussion of female priesthood, in M.K.’s words?  

Part II (11:35-18:48)
10. What is the second subject discussed in this part of the interview?

11. What is M.K.’s view on sexuality? What authority does he refer to support his view?

12. What remarks concerning pastoral approach to homosexuality does M.K. further make? What first distinction does he draw? What is M.K.’s belief about “homosexual orientation”? What should be the moral attitude towards such people? What message of the Church should be communicated to them?

13. What second distinction does M.K. make? How does he characterize stable, mutually faithful homosexual relationship? What has been his council to such couples? Has it been effective?  What “rich tradition in Christianity” does he refer to? 

