Metropolitan Kallistos (Ware)

Word and Silence in The Philokalia: 

The Jesus Prayer

Comprehension questions

Part I

1. When and where was the lecture delivered?  Who introduces Metropolitan Kallistos?

2. What is the occasion of the gathering? Why does the speaker say they have to celebrate the publication of the book “eschatologically”?

3. What has been the contribution of MK to the book? What simile does he use in the lead article to describe the importance of The Philokalia?

4.  What story from The Sayings of the Desert Fathers does the speaker retell to “do the justice” to MK? 

5. What is the contents of The Philokalia, when was it written, who are the authors?

6. What is the “vital connecting thread”, the leitmotif of The Philokalia? 

7. What episode from the Old Testament does MK set “as an icon” before his listeners? 

8. What does God say to Moses and what is the patristic interpretation of these words? What is the Greek word used to express the most significant quality necessary for spiritual life?

9. What story does MK relate about himself?

10.  What is our problem, according to MK? 

