Frederica Mathewes-Green
What is Worship For? (I)
Comprehension and discussion questions

 

1) What remark does Frederica start with concerning the way people get access to her writings and podcasts? What does she recommend listeners to do in this respect and why does she suddenly interrupt herself? What does she nevertheless finish her introduction with? What is she going to do in this programme?
2)  What is the topic of her article? What prompted her to write it?
3) What passage from Scripture was cited (out of context) to support the attitude to worship recommended to a community in Wales? What question did the pastor ask Frederica in this connection?
4) What has worship always been aimed at, historically, according to Frederica? When did it change and why? What are the effects of the change on church life? What is a Ponzi scheme?

5) What should worship be really like in the Biblical tradition? Who is it directed at, and what are the consequences of this for an outsider (both negative and positive)? 
6) What analogy does F use to give an idea of worship? How does she elaborate on this? 

7) What is F’s comment on the commandments given through Moses concerning worship? Why is beauty important?
8) What other analogies does F use to illustrate her point about the relationship between great beauty and natural joyous behavior? 
9) Where does the analogy to the quartet break down? What negative definitions of worship does F give? What does the word “Liturgy” literally mean and what does this communicate about worship?
10) Can Church compete with entertainment industry and why? Why are we guilty of “false advertising” if we attract people to church on the basis of fun and entertainment? What can outsiders see in church that they encountered nowhere else?   
