Frederica Mathewes-Green. Old Age

Comprehension questions

1. What meaning does Frederica discover in the matrimonial formula “Two become one” as she gets older? 

2. What kind of “lottery” does Frederica mention?

3. Why is she feeling better at 55 than at 45?

4. What does Frederica feel bitterness about? Why does she feel unprepared for old age?

5. What has Frederica now realized about the behaviour and ways of older people?

6.  What do we take for granted about old people, according to Frederica? What example does she give? What mental experimental comparison does she make? 

7. What memory does Frederica share about her grandmother? What feelings does she express?

8. What line from Scripture does Frederica quote? What is surprising about this line compared to modern data on life expectancy in past ages? What explanation does Frederica give?

9. What Biblical character does she mention?

10. What is the point in the chrismation episode that Frederica relates?

11. Can you reproduce the KJV of the prayer Frederica quotes in conclusion of her program? 

12. Discussion point: How do you feel about old age which lies ahead of us all (if we live long enough to reach it)? Do you view the prospect of growing old with indifference, resignation, apprehension, despair, or what?

