Frederica Mathewes-Green.

Men and Women.

Comprehension and discussion questions.

Part I (00:00 – 11:25)

1. What organization hosts the meeting?

2. What examples does the speaker give to support her argument that division into sexes is very important to people?

3.  What reasons does the speaker give for the fact that division into sexes is very important to people?

4. What arguments does the speaker (jokingly?) suggest against same-sex marriage? And for opposite-sex marriage? 

5. What is “Women’s Liberation Movement”? What views do its members hold, according to the speaker?

6. Do you agree that people somehow like the fact that men and women are different? 

7. Can you reproduce any of the jokes the speaker tells? Do you know any analogous jokes in Russian about typical male/female behaviour? Are they translatable into English?

8. Do you agree that jokes about typical male/female behaviour support the view that people like the fact that men and women are different? May not such jokes in fact be an expression of negative feelings about differences between sexes? Or, simply, an opportunity of self-assertion at another’s expense?

9. How do jokes about men differ from jokes about women, according to the speaker? What reason does she suggest for this?

Part II (11:26 – 16:34)

10. Why is it ultimately harmful for women that there are no positive role-models for men in our culture? 

11. What does “male-pattern badness” refer to? Is there “male-pattern goodness” and what does it consist in?

12. What widespread attitudes of women can make men feel worthless, according to the speaker? 

13. What does the speaker thank men for?

14. What movie does the speaker mention and why? Why is it so important to save private Ryan?

Part III (11:26 – 27:03)

15. What role/character do little girls like to identify themselves with, according to the speaker? If you are a girl, was/is it true for you? 

16. What is the most distinctive trait of men in the speaker’s opinion? What examples does she give to support her view?

17. “If women ruled the world we would still be living in grass huts.” Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not?

18. Why does not the speaker deliberate on the characteristics of women (besides the consideration of the time limit)? Why do you think she chose to speak mostly about men in a women’s organization gathering?

19. What answer does the speaker give to her initial question, Why do people like to divide according to their sex and exaggerate differences between sexes? 

