Frederica Mathewes-Green. Constructive Arguing.

Comprehension and discussion questions

1. What case served as a starting point for this programme?

2. What reservations about Orthodoxy one might have if one’s spouse has converted?

3. Why are men more likely to be drawn to Orthodoxy than women, according to Frederica? Do you find her explanation convincing? 

4. What was the wife attacking in the case Frederica describes? What generalisation about arguing does she make in this connection?

5. What objective did participants in Common Ground’s Days of Dialogue set for themselves?

6. What techniques (1-3) for constructive arguing does Frederica suggest? 

7. Discussion points: 

· Have you ever been in a lengthy and serious argument? How did it end?

· Have you ever experienced the situation described in the second part of answer to question 4 above?

· Do you find Frederica’s techniques useful?

