Frederica Mathewes-Green

Charity

Comprehension and discussion questions

1. What statement about giving to the poor has Frederica heard “million times”? What reasons are usually given to back up such position? 

2. Why does Frederica question this general attitude about giving to the poor? (Two reasons.)

3. What was the lifestyle of people in the past? How does Frederica describe the atmosphere in our current culture? What application does she make to the issue of giving to the poor (rationale behind the attitude described earlier)? Whom does she cite expressing this attitude?

4. What is her response to this? What Genesis verse does she quote? What examples does she give to illustrate it? 

5.  What is the tradition of giving to the poor in Frederica’s family? What is it based upon? How does she explain it?

6. What example from the life of St. John of Kronstadt does she give? 

7. What reasons does Frederica suggest for poor people’s unwillingness to “plug into” a community? 

8. What treats does Frederica have in store for panhandlers? 

9. Why would not a “House of Industry” work in modern society, in Frederica’s opinion? What “law” does she cite?

10. What ultimately “makes a difference” in the way we treat beggars, according to Frederica’s conclusion?   

Do you agree with Frederica’s point of view on the issue?  

To what extent are we “our brothers’ keepers”? 

