48

PAPER 5

PART ONE

FURTHER PRACTICE AND GUIDANCE

WHAT'S TESTED

In the Speaking Paper, you are required to do the following:
• have a conversation with the examiner about yourself and general social matters.
• talk about various pictures you are shown and discuss a topic arising from them, both with the
examiner and the other candidate taking the test with you.
• talk on your own about another topic, based on a question and some brief ideas printed on a card
that is given to you by the examiner.
• discuss the same topic further with the other candidate, prompted by questions from the examiner.
TIPS

Your performance in the Speaking Paper is judged according to the following criteria:
grammar - your ability to use a wide range of grammatical structures appropriately and accurately.
vocabulary - your ability to use a wide and appropriate range of vocabulary accurately in order to
convey your precise meaning and to express attitudes, opinions and abstract ideas.
· discourse management - your ability to say things which form coherent speeches and make
relevant and logical contributions to conversations. What you say should link together well, both with
other things you say, and with what the other candidate and the examiner say.
· pronunciation - your ability not only to pronounce what you say so that it can easily be understood
(although you do not have to try to sound exactly like a native speaker) but also to link words and
phrases together smoothly. You should speak in such a way that appropriate words and phrases are
emphasized, and the appropriate intonation is used to convey clearly the meaning of what you are
saying.
· interactive communication - your ability to demonstrate conversation skills, such as knowing when
you should speak and when it is someone else's turn to speak and keeping a conversation going by
not hesitating too much. Coming up with something to say that enables the discussion to develop
when it appears to be coming to an end before the subject has been fully covered is also important,
as is making points of your own or responding to those made by others, so that you playa full part in
the conversation.
• global achievement scale - your general performance in the Paper as a whole.
·
·

Part One: General and Social

Although this involves talking about yourself and general social matters, it is not simply a pleasant chat
that doesn't really matter - you will be assessed on your performance in this part of the Paper in just the
same way that you will be assessed in the other two parts.
You may feel that this is the only part of the Speaking Paper that you can really prepare for. However,
beware! Do not prepare a fixed speech, learn it by heart and try to repeat it. Firstly, it will not sound
natural and the examiners will know immediately that you are simply repeating something you have
learnt - this will affect their assessment of your performance. Secondly, you cannot be sure what areas
of discussion will come up - you may not be able to say anything that you prepared and therefore be
unable to give natural or coherent answers to the questions that you are asked.
However, it is worth practising talking about a range of personal and general areas of conversation that
may come up in the Paper.

