Frederica Mathewes-Green

Why We Need Hell

Comprehension and discussion questions

1. What were the circumstances of writing this essay? Where and in what context was it originally published?

2. How does Frederica describe the usual idea of hell and what is the modern attitude towards hell? What alternative sources for the concept of hell does Frederica choose for her article?

3. How does Frederica go on to describe hell? What scriptural and patristic evidence and illustrations does she cite? What fresh definition of heaven and hell does she come up with?

4. What another idea “startlingly different from contemporary assumptions” about hell does Frederica produce? How does it relate to the concept of justice? Of sin? Of God’s relation to man? 

5. What attitudes of man does Frederica mention that can help avoid hell? 

6. Why and in what form do we “need” the idea of hell? Are we permitted to think that hell is empty? 

7. What idea of last Judgement does Frederica suggest? 

