Frederica Mathewes-Green

The Historical Jesus

Comprehension and discussion questions

1. What was the general mood among Christians of every description when “The Da Vinci Code” movie was about to come out in May 2006? Why? What was the outcome of this event? 

2. What is “Jesus fan fiction”? 

3. Who is John Dominic Crossan, what is his background and present undertaking?  

4. What two “visions of Jesus” did the last century end with, according to Crossan? What third “vision of Jesus” emerged in the first decade of the present millenium? 

5. What is Albert Schweitzer famous for? Was he a pioneer in his quest? What is Frederica’s comment regarding this?

6. What observation of Schweitzer concerning people questing for “historical Jesus” does Frederica find interesting? 

7. How does the remark about people “looking down the well of history and seeing their own faces gazing back at them” apply to the modern perception of Jesus Christ? How did Schweitzer define this general tendency?

8. How does Schweitzer explain the unceasing interest in the person of Jesus Christ? Why do people consider it worthwhile to “reinvent Jesus”, according to Frederica?

9. How does Schweitzer end his book? How can Jesus Christ be known, according to Schweitzer?  

